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H A L L   C O U N T Y   B O A R D   O F   C O M M I S S I O N E S 
W O R K   S E S S I O N   S U M M A R Y   M I N U T E S 
H a l l   C o u n t y   G o v e r n m e n t   C e n t e r   2 n d   F l o o r 

2 8 7 5   B r o w n s   B r i d g e   R o a d ,   G a i n e s v i l l e ,   G A   3 0 5 0 4 
Monday, January 09, 2017 - 3:00 pm

1 Call to Order

Chairman Higgins called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.

Present

Chairman Richard Higgins, Vice Chairman Kathy Cooper and Commissioners; Billy Powell,
Scott Gibbs and Jeff Stowe

Also present were County Administrator Randy Knighton, Assistant County Administrator
Marty Nix, Commission Clerk Lisa Ritchie and County Attorney Bill Blalock

2 Appointments for Consideration

2a Selection of 2017 Commission Vice Chairman

There was a consensus to add the appointment of Commissioner Stowe as the 2017 
Vice Chairman of the Commission to the January 12, 2017 Board of 
Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2b Appointment of 2017 County Administrator

There was a consensus to the re-appointment of Randy Knighton as the 2017 
County Administrator to the January 12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting 
Meeting Consent Agenda.

2c Appointment of County Attorney

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Bill Blalock, Stewart, Melvin 
& Frost, as the 2017 County Attorney to the January 12, 2017 Board of 
Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2d Appointment of County Warden

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Walt Davis as the 2017 
Warden to the January 12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent 
Agenda.
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2e Appointment of Commission Clerk

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Lisa Ritchie as the 2017 
Commission Clerk to the January 12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting 
Meeting Consent Agenda.

2f Planning Commission Appointment (appointment expires on 1/31/2017) - Chairman 
Higgins

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Don Smallwood to the January
12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2g Planning Commission Appointment (appointment expires on 1/31/2017) - Commissioner 
Kathy Cooper, District 1

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Frank Sosebee to the January 
12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2h Planning Commission Appointment (appointment expires on 1/31/2017) - Commissioner 
Billy Powell, District 2

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Chris Braswell to the January 
12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2i Planning Commission Appointment (appointment expires on 1/31/2017) - Commissioner 
Scott Gibbs, District 3

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Bo Brooks to the January 12, 
2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

2j Planning Commission Appointment (appointment expires on 1/31/2017) - Commissioner 
Jeff Stowe, District 4

There was a consensus to add the re-appointment of Johnny Varner to the January 
12, 2017 Board of Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

3 Report from Finance

3a Consider approval of 2016 EMPG Funds from Georgia Emergency Management Agency

Mr. Propes addressed the Board.

There was a consensus to add item 3a to the January 12, 2017 Board of 
Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.
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4 Report from Planning

4a Application of Cross Plains Baptist Church to rezone form AR-IV and I-II to AR-IV on a 
3.60± acre tract located at the intersection of Cross Plains Road and Dixieland Farm 
Road; Tax Parcel 15025B000010.  Proposed Use:  Construct a church sanctuary. 
Commission District 3.

Mr. Yamala stated that the Planning Commission recommends approval with no 
conditions.

4b Application of Green Implementation Group, LLC to rezone from AR-III to PRD; and to 
amend conditions of the existing PRD on a 110.90± acre tract located on the west side of 
Buffington Farm Road at its intersection with Water Lily Drive; a.k.a. Hazelton Park on 
Lanier Subdivision and , 3271, 3293 and 3341 Buffington Farm Road; Tax Parcels 09106 
000001A 09105 000001; 09106 000003; 09106 000007; 09106 000013 thru 09106 
000024; 09108 000107 thru 109.  Proposed Use: 185 lot subdivision.  Commission District
3.

Mr. Yamala stated that the Planning Commission recommends approval with three 
conditions.

4c First Reading of a resolution pursuant to section 17.40.030 entitled "Adoption of Offical 
Zoning Map and District Boundaries" of Chapter 17.40, Title 17 of the Official Code of Hall
County, Georgia to designate and adopt the Official Zoning Map - 2017 of Hall County, 
Georgia, in electronic format; to provide for an effective date for said resolution; and to 
repeal conflicting ordinances and resolutions, and for the other purposes.

Mr. Yamala stated that the Adoption of Official Zoning Map and District Boundaries is 
done annually.

5 Report from Public Defender

5a Intergovernmental Agreement with Dawson County for Public Defender Services

There was a consensus to add item 5a to the January 12, 2017 Board of 
Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

6 Report from Public Works

6a Consider Collection of $155,000.00 Irrevocable Letter of Credit for Streets in Copper Glen 
Phase III Subdivision.  Commission District 3.

6b Consider Collection of $275,383.00 Irrevocable Letter of Credit for Sidewalks in Avalon 
Hills Subdivision Phase II.  Commission District 3.

There was a consensus to add items 6a and 6b to the January 12, 2017 Board of 
Commissioners Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.
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7 Report from Purchasing

7a Consider approval of RFP #37-006  Design Build Services for Joe Chandler Rd Bridge 
Replacement

Mr. Sims stated that the Purchasing Department recommends ER Snell and 
Moreland Altobelli.

There was a consensus to add the award of RFP 037-006, Design Build Services 
for Joe Chandler Rd Bridge Replacement to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners 
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

7b Consider Approval of IFB #030-37 Purchase and Install Safety Padding at the Hall County
Jail

Mr. Sims stated that the Purchasing Department recommends Marathon 
Engineering Corp.

There was a consensus to add the award of IFB #030-37, Purchase and Install 

Safety Padding at the Hall County Jail  to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners Voting
Meeting Consent Agenda.

8 Report from Tax Commissioner

8a Consider Approval of Resolution authorizing the Tax Commissioner to accept checks, 
money orders and electronically transmitted payments for the payment of taxes

There was a consensus to add item 8a to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners 
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

9 Report from County Attorney

9a Consider approval of Resolution authorizing the sale of a narrow parcel of unneeded road 
right-of-way located off of A Avenue and Elachee Drive

There was a consensus to add item 9a to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners 
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

9b Consider approval of Supplemental Tax Levy Resolution for Hall County School District 
Bonds

There was a consensus to add item 9b to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners 
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

10 Report from County Administrator
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10a Hall County Accomplishments in 2016

Mr. Knighton stated that the 2016 accomplishments are listed on the County’s 
website.  He said that he would discuss the accomplishments at the January 12, 
2017 Commissioners Voting Meeting.

10b Consider approval of amendment to the 2017 Board of Commissioners Meeting Schedule

There was a consensus to add item 10b to the January 12, 2017 Commissioners 
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

10c Old Business

Mr. Knightons stated that there are no listed Old Business items at this time.

10d Hall County Offices will be closed on Monday, January, 16, 2017, in observance of the 
Martin Luther King Day Holiday.

11 Public Comments (PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS (i.e. ZONINGS, ORDINANCE 
CHANGES, ETC.) WILL ONLY BE RECEIVED AT THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED VOTING MEETINGS IN WHICH THE ITEM IS TO BE HEARD) 2 
minutes per speaker/20 minutes

Craig Lutz, 8072 Sleepy Lagoon Way, Flowery Branch, addressed the Board to
congratulate Chairman Richard Higgins and also to invite the Chairman and
Commission to judge The American Legion High School Oratorical Contest.

12 Report from Commissioners

12a Annual re-adoption of Robert's Rules of Order with an exception to allow for the Chairman
to vote

There  was  a  consensus  to  add  item  12a  to  the  January  12,  2017  Commissioners
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

12b Annual re-adoption of Hall County's Code of Ethics

There  was  a  consensus  to  add  item  12b  to  the  January  12,  2017  Commissioners
Voting Meeting Consent Agenda.

Commissioner Kathy Cooper, Commission District 1, did not have any items to
report.

Commissioner Billy Powell, Commission District 2, did not have any items to
report.
Commissioner Scott Gibbs, Commission District 3, did not have any items to
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report.

Commissioner Jeff Stowe, Commission District 4, did not have any items to
report.

Chairman Richard Higgins stated that he was happy that the winter storm was
not as bad as predicted. He stated he appreciated staff for their hard work. Mr.
Knighton stated that Marty Nix ensures that all resources are in place with EMA.

13 Adjourn

With no further business, Chairman Higgins adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m.
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