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Public Input Summary
Neighborhood Visioning Workshop

Morningside Heights, Gaines Mill Road &
Black and Cooley Drive

September 13, 2016
Bethel Church of the Nazarene, 1900 Garden Road, Gainesville

Group Exercise Summary

After a brief presentation, participants were asked to identify existing Assets (using yellow dots) and
Issues (red dots) in their neighborhoods and Dreams (blue) for the future of their community, using
maps of the area. A compilation of the responses from the six participating tables/groups is shown
on the attached map, as well as in summary narrative form on the following pages:
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¢ Insufficient lighting on the streets where children have to catch the bus
Issues ¢ Dilapidated homes on Floyd Road, Athens Road (need to be torn down; there are slum
. lords)

e Old junk cars and trucks — need to be towed away

¢ Neighborhood police patrols forget the small streets (needed on E. Dennis Dr.)

¢ Drug sales — need more frequent police patrols / surveillance to control this

¢ Need traffic light at the end of Gaines Mill Rd. 129S5/129N

e Lack of animal control & enforcement by the County

e More frequent trash pick-up by Public Works Dept. — keep our neighborhood clean

¢ Hog pens. The area on East Dennis Drive stinks on weekends and after 5:00 pm during
the week. The stink is horrible. You cannot sit on your porch.

¢ Need code enforcement in each neighborhood; enforce county laws to keep yards
looking neat and keep old cars out of yards

¢ Land use back of Sunrise and Fern Drives -- what does the County have planned for
land behind Sunrise & Fern going all the way up to White Sulphur Rd.?

e Property maintenance

e Roads need resurfacing

¢ Need 3-way stop at Athens and Floyd Roads

e Speeding - need speed breakers along Morningside Heights, Floyd Road, Eldorado
Circle

e Entrance to Floyd Rd. - vacant houses, trash on road

e Marquee should be installed in front of Beulah Rucker Center to attract visitors coming
into the city

e Need wider entrance at Eldorado Drive from Floyd Road

e Low income seniors revitalization housing program — federal grants for energy-efficient
Dreams homes, windows, roofs, doors
‘ e Economic development
e Grocery store (Kroger)
e Pharmacy
e Community center
e Hardware / lumber stores (Lowe's, Home Depot)
e Access to 985 from where we live
e Playgrounds for our children
e Sidewalks in our neighborhood
e Restaurants, including fast-food
e Visible Sheriff's department precinct
¢ Closer fire department
¢ Public schools — anywhere there is open land
e Keep area the same but clean it up
e Development

¢ Great idea — it makes the people in the community feel important, that our desires
Other count. The feeling of self-worth feels great that you came and that it matters not only
Comments to us, but to the Hall County planning personnel also.

¢ Need some trees cut on my property

e More property lines in area; survey of land

e The cutting on property by County
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Assets e Great community and neighborhood
O e Doc Lake
e Entrance to Floyd Rd. - vacant houses, trash on road
Issues e Mobile home park - revitalize
) ¢ Blind spot on Mize Circle / Gaines Mill Rd.

e Traffic light, excess traffic along Hwy 129 (Gainesville, Hall Co. & Jackson Co.); need
more entrances and exits
e Dump! Chicken by-products; stink plant!

e Sewer down Highway 129
Dreams e Exit off 985
o e Open El Dorado
e Grocery store and restaurants on 129
¢ Shopping center(s) in the area
e Community center in undeveloped area behind Rogers Cir.
e Sidewalks on Gaines Mill Rd.
e County and City work together to create exit from Heritage and Rosewood onto Hwy

129
Assets ¢ New homes / development in the Gaines Mill Rd. area
O
Iss‘ues ¢ Need a traffic light at the Hwy 129 / Gaines Mill Rd. intersection
Dreams e Major grocery store such as Publix or Kroger (and supporting sewer lines) somewhere
o along 129
e Cooley Drive & Black Drive needs to be in the city and zoned for commercial use
e We need grocery stores and shopping malls to revitalize the place
¢ New senior citizens center / community center in Gaines Mill Rd. area
e Sidewalk along Gaines Mill Rd.
¢ New retail site(s) in Black and Cooley Dr. area
e Shopping mall at SE corner of 985 / Hwy 129
Group 4
Assets e E.E. Butler High School & gym — swimming pool
O e Churches
e Beulah Rucker Museum
Issues e Run down houses are eyesores and do not reflect community pride, esp. near Floyd
‘ Rd. entrance and some properties fronting Athens St. & Old Athens

e Wallace Rd. needs sidewalks
e Hwy 129 has been widened
o Need traffic light at Gaines Mill Rd. / 129 intersection
Dreams e Walking trails along Athens St., on both sides of 985
. e Sugar Hill School needs a community center
¢ Gaines Mill Rd. pocket park (between M. Bailey Rd. and E. Dennis Dr.)
e Gaines Mill Rd. area community center and pool
e Old Maple Valley community center in Morningside Heights — clean up/good location
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¢ Mixed-use opportunities (including retail) in abandoned building behind Chevron and
in old Sparkles

e Pocket parks in Black and Cooley Dr. neighborhood and in Morningside Heights (south
side of 129)

e Grocery store near Black and Cooley Dr.
Issues ¢ Blighted areas and other areas that aren’t pleasant to look at
) e Speeders on Floyd Road
e Too many convenience stores and gas stations — no more convenience stores near the
Black, Cooley, Jordan, Ridge Rd. area
¢ Need sidewalks in the Black, Cooley, Jordan Drive area
¢ No more landfills
¢ Need street lamps around the end of Cooley and Black Drive connector
e Community center in Black and Cooley neighborhood is not a public facility

Dreams ¢ Develop the trailer park and land beyond into park, homes

e A mini-Walmart or grocery on 129 Corridor south of Old Athens Hwy. and Gillsville
Hwy. (no service station) to meet needs of growing population

e Housing revitalization throughout Black and Cooley area

e Revitalize Butler Gym and open to the public

e Potential grocery store at vacant building behind Chevron

e Convert old Sparkles to a community center with walking trail

e Pocket park for Black and Cooley Dr. area east of private community center

e Community center / walking trail north of Harrison Dr.

¢ Open end of Floyd Rd. for ingress / egress to the area and for affordable housing

Assets

Quiet streets (Biscayne Blvd, Calvary Dr)

e Throughout Morningside Heights:

Speeding

Lack of sidewalks

Trees and limbs are down/hanging over power lines
Abandoned, inoperable vehicles

Stray animals

Music levels

Pot holes

[ssues

O O O O O O O

e Park for community / kids

Dreams e Guard rails on Brown St.
@ e More stop signs / traffic lights

e Recycle bins

e Connect to a sewer system without having to annex into the City

e Community center in Morningside Heights (basketball court, swimming pool for youth,
indoor walking track)

e Sidewalks and speed bumps throughout Morningside Heights

e Treat ice/snow on streets as is done in the City

e More exits out of neighborhood (vs. just Floyd Rd.) in case of emergencies

¢ Restore streets that may have been obstructed
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Comments from Other Participants

e There's been a change in neighborhood conditions, not for the better

e Section 8 homes are concentrated here and not elsewhere in the county
e Lack of pride in homes/property

e Lack of property maintenance and insufficient code enforcement

e Too many rentals vs. owner-occupied

e Local grocer is needed

e Bus service isn't convenient

e Alot of speeders — need speed bumps on Garden Dr. and Floyd Rd.

¢ Need increased police presence / routine patrols
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